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The Big Sleep Vs Chinatown.
The “Big Sleep” is a novel whereby the protagonist; Philip Marlowe is hired by Sternwood who is a general in order to solve the gambling challenges of Carmen who is the young daughter. The novel is closely connected to film “China Town 1974” whereby Jake is hired by Mulwray in order to investigate infidelity allegations of the husband. While comparing the novel “The Big Sleep” whose main character is Phillip Marlowe and the film “China Town 1974” whose main character is Jake Gittes, several similarities and differences can be seen between the two main characters and the events that unfold in both situations.
While looking at the similarities, there are several events that take place in the novel and in the film that can be closely similar. It is the plot of the novel and the film that enables us to examine the similarities and differences between Philip and Jake.  The novel and the film have a setting of life of crime. In the novel, we learn that there is crime all over. Marlowe also gets involved in shady operations in the search for the blackmailer. The fact that Marlowe has also witnessed so many deaths and killing without it having a problem for him shows that the setting of this novel is in a life of crime. This means that Marlowe is involved in a lot of crime while in his job (Chandler, 2015). For the film, “Chinatown” life in crime is also easily visible. Jake Gittes is involved in a lot of crime while in his operations. In the film we see Gittes receiving a call to go to Ida sessions’ apartments where on arrival he finds her murdered (Cawelti, 2003). This illustrates the level of crime in the film. It would there be wise to say that both characters are involved in a life of crime.
Another similarity is that both characters are hired as private investigators. In the film, Jake Gittes is hired by a woman called Evelyn Mulwray so as to follow and investigate the death of his husband, Hollis Mulwray who was the chief engineer of the Los Angeles Department of water and power (Cawelti, 2003). In the novel, Philip Marlowe is also hired by General Sternwood as a private investigator too. General Sternwood hires Philip Marlowe in order to investigate on a blackmailer who was trying to extract money out of the general since he had a nude picture of his daughter Carmen (Chandler, 2015). The similarity, in this case, is that they both work as private investigators for their employers.
When we talk of the differences in the two setting, the first difference is that, in the novel “The Big Sleep” the character who hires a private investigator is a man, General Sternwood. While in the film “Chinatown” the character who hires the private investigator is a woman Mrs. Evelyn Mulwray. Another difference between the two setting is that in the film,” Chinatown” the film ends in a sad note where Evelyn shoots Cross and tries to escape in a car with Katherine. Unfortunately, the police open fire and kill Evelyn instantly. Katherine is put in clutches and imprisoned (Cawelti, 2003). 
For the novel, “The Big Sleep” Philip Marlowe is able to uncover the blackmailer finally. The novel ends up in optimism and victory for Marlowe (Thomson, 1997). Another difference is that Gittes is not as loyal as Marlowe. Philip Marlowe would not take money or a job from another person despite his poor pay by General Sternwood. However, for Gittes, he accepts to be paid double the price so as to search for the missing mistress in the newspapers cover page. This shows a difference between the two characters in regard to loyalty.
In conclusion, the setting of both the film and the novel is done in a stage of crime as it is evident due to the bad things the characters do. As evident, both Phillip Marlowe in the “Big Sleep” and Jake Gitte in “China Town” take part in criminal activities and this is a core similarity. The fact that the two characters work as private employees or investigators also presents a similarity. Marlow is presented as optimistic and a loyal employee as opposed to Gitte who is disloyal and pessimistic and this presents a difference. It is also apparent that “The Big Sleep” ends happily but the film “Chinatown” ends in a sad mood. 
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